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Executive Order 13468—2008 
Amendments to the Manual for 
Courts-Martial, United States 

July 24, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including chapter 
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801–946), 
and in order to prescribe amendments to the 
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 
prescribed by Executive Order 12473 of 
April 13, 1984, as amended, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Parts II and IV of the Manual 
for Courts-Martial, United States, are 
amended as described in the Annex attached 
and made a part of this order. 

Sec. 2. These amendments shall take ef-
fect 30 days from the date of this order. 

(a) Nothing in these amendments shall be 
construed to make punishable any act done 
or omitted prior to the effective date of this 
order that was not punishable when done or 
omitted. 

(b) Nothing in these amendments shall be 
construed to invalidate any nonjudicial pun-
ishment proceedings, restraint, investigation, 
referral of charges, trial in which arraignment 
occurred, or other action begun prior to the 
effective date of this order, and any such 
nonjudicial punishment, restraint, investiga-
tion, referral of charges, trial, or other action 
may proceed in the same manner and with 
the same effect as if these amendments had 
not been prescribed. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 24, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:02 a.m., July 25, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order and its attached 
annex were published in the Federal Register on 
July 28. 

Proclamation 8276—Anniversary of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
2008 

July 24, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) has helped tear down barriers for mil-
lions of people living with disabilities. On the 
anniversary of this important legislation, our 
Nation underscores our commitment to en-
suring that all individuals have an equal op-
portunity to realize their full potential. 

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W. 
Bush signed this groundbreaking Act into 
law, better enabling citizens with disabilities 
to participate fully in all aspects of life. Over 
the course of nearly two decades, this Act 
has made our schools and workplaces more 
welcoming, helped change attitudes that 
once seemed unchangeable, and expanded 
opportunity for many exceptional Americans. 
The ADA is one of the most successful civil 
rights laws in our history and has been an 
essential part of countless American lives. 

My Administration is committed to work-
ing to empower those with disabilities so that 
all our people can achieve the American 
dream. Building on the success of the ADA, 
the New Freedom Initiative of 2001 has had 
a positive impact for many of our citizens. 
Technological advances have helped individ-
uals gain greater access to everyday life. Stu-
dents with disabilities are given the tools they 
need to succeed, and in the workplace, inno-
vative hiring and employment practices are 
helping to integrate Americans with disabil-
ities into the workforce. The Ticket to Work 
and AbilityOne programs have helped them 
become more self-sufficient by expanding ac-
cess to employment. Our Nation has bene-
fited from the progress we have made since 
the enactment of the ADA, and it is our re-
sponsibility to continue working toward a 
country where all people are treated with the 
respect and dignity they deserve. 

On this anniversary, we highlight our com-
mitment to the ADA and celebrate the 
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progress that has been made toward full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in our 
society. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as 
a day in celebration of the 18th Anniversary 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call 
on all Americans to celebrate the vital con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as 
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the 
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity 
to live with dignity, work productively, and 
achieve their dreams. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25, and it will 
be published in the Federal Register on July 29. 

Proclamation 8277—Parents’ Day, 
2008 
July 24, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Parents teach their children timeless val-

ues to help them make the most of life’s op-
portunities and overcome its challenges. On 
Parents’ Day, we pay tribute to the parents 
who provide their children with guidance, 
support, and unconditional love and who 
help make our country a better place. 

Mothers and fathers are a source of sta-
bility and great comfort in society, and they 
have a vital obligation to love and care for 
their children. Through patient instruction 
and a loving example, they instill in children 
the principles that make our Nation strong 
and ensure that children have the skills to 
lead lives of character and integrity. As a 

child’s primary teachers, parents are respon-
sible for their child’s education, and their ef-
forts will contribute to a more hopeful future 
for our country. Parents can help shape our 
Nation by encouraging young people to make 
the right choices, become responsible citi-
zens, and achieve their dreams. 

My Administration remains dedicated to 
promoting Federal, State, and faith-based 
and community programs to assist American 
families and support healthy marriages and 
responsible parenting. We are committed to 
helping parents and schools enable the next 
generation of Americans to realize their full 
potential. 

On Parents’ Day, we honor mothers and 
fathers and thank them for their many years 
of patience and selflessness. We take this op-
portunity also to recognize parents of adopt-
ed children and foster parents, who gener-
ously provide children with a loving family 
to call their own. We also recognize the par-
ents who serve in our Armed Forces and the 
parents of the brave men and women wear-
ing our Nation’s uniform. The members of 
our Armed Forces are defending our free-
dom with dignity and honor, and America 
is grateful for the sacrifices that they and 
their families make in the name of duty. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States and consistent with Public Law 103– 
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 27, 2008, as Parents’ Day. I call 
upon citizens, private organizations, and gov-
ernmental bodies at all levels to engage in 
activities and educational efforts that recog-
nize, support, and honor parents, and I en-
courage American sons and daughters to con-
vey their love, respect, and appreciation to 
their parents. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008] 
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